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Received March 16:

We are parents of a down syndrome son. We had him at home with us for 25 years. We settled him into a group home so he
would have another family home of his home. He was there for 10 years and was very happy there and we were very happy
with it.  Unfortunately the group home had to close and we were again facing the task of finding a new home. He was given
other options but insisted on moving back home.  My husband and I were retired by this time and decided that we would
allow him to move back home as he was upset enough about the home closing.  When we moved him home the ministry
told us we would get some extra help as we live on one pension that my husband gets. Our son gets $832 per month which
includes his comfort allowance. We are finding that this is just not enough with the rising costs of everything.  What I'm
wondering is with this new individual funding will there be some compensation for families that do look after there own? 
Why can't the family get the same amount of money to look after their loved one as the family care home?  We are care
givers just the same.  We do the laundry, transport the person to everything appointments outings, cook meals, lunches and
24 hour supervision when sick and all other times.  We work all our things around our son so we are available to him
whenever he needs anything.  We are providers of a service.  We feel the government is trying to save money on our son. 
He's been home one year now.  My husband and I don't know who to ask these questions of. 

- a Salmon Arm parent
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Received Mar. 3, 2004:

To: info@bcfamilynet.org 
Subject: Keep up the good work. 

Attached is a copy of a letter I sent to the Premier, my MLA and The Vancouver Sun. I wrote the letter on behalf of my
brother.
March 2, 2004

Dear Mr. Campbell,

Please help the province’s ‘most vulnerable’.

My brother, lives in a Group Home operated by (agency providing the service), under the Province’s Community Living
Services plan.

The Province recently announced proposed crippling budget cuts, service re-design, restructuring and related legislation for
Community Living Services.  The affected people were merely slapped with the proposed cuts (No Consultation & FU).  The
budget cuts are unsupportable and aggravate a desperate situation.  Some clients have already been informed that they
must be moved into more crowded situations; the community are anxious and do not want to be moved from their homes
also.

Your government requires the clients to raise much of their own funding for living.  They are then effectively penalized for
doing so, and required to effect still greater exertions to fend for themselves.  The Liberal government’s disinterest and
brutality toward the province’s most vulnerable are intolerable.

I respectfully recommend you relieve clients’ and families’ anxiety by:

Put an immediate moratorium on proposed budget cuts, and restructuring

Stories and Letters outlining concerns and impact of funding and service cuts:



Communicate the restructuring process to the Association (that provides the service), affected     individuals and

families, present details of the new service plan and seek community approval

Affirm the promise of choice and consent of families and individuals regarding changes to their services

Confirm that services meet individuals’ needs and maintain those services that they are happy with and depend on

Address waitlists, as promised

Relieve the need for the Association (agency providing the service) and clients to fund themselves too much; their

efforts are max’d out, they can’t be expected to do more; they should be helped more , not lashed harder.

Yours truly,

Rein Turna

c.c. Ted Nebbleing, MLA, Sun Newspaper
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