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February 11, 2004

Breaking News: 

As the following FamilyNet update was being finalized before circulation, this news came in: 

VANCOUVER (CKNW/AM980) – The government is pushing back its timeline for overhauling community
living programs. The Ministry of Children and Family Development and the interim authority for
Community Living BC have reaffirmed their commitment to a new community based approach to helping
the disabled and their families.  However, they say organizational issues need to be resolved to make the
transfer of services achievable. They say the June 2004 target date should be revised.  
Recommendations for a new transition plan will be delivered by the end of the month.
The MCFD press release announcing the delay is available online at: 
http://www2.news.gov.bc.ca/nrm_news_releases/2004MCF0004-000098.htm
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Members and Supporters,

Given the many changes and challenges facing MCFD and Community Living services, the Board of
Directors of FamilyNet wish to  keep you informed of our efforts over the past two months to raise key
issues and concerns on behalf of families and individuals throughout B. C.

Meetings with BCACL and Interim Authority CLBC

On January 8th and 25th 2004 respectively, we were able to meet with the Interim Authority (IA) and BC 
Association for Community Living (BCACL) to raise our concerns as had been outlined in our  November
Newsletter and later in our Position Paper prepared following Jan. 13 FamilyNet board meeting
discussions. 

We clearly were unable to influence either group to agree to the need for a moratorium (pause) to
address legitimate family concerns and came away discouraged, to say the least.  The only point of
agreement was that they could have done a better job of communication but they clearly blamed the
Ministry for cancellation of attempts to hold information sessions around the Province.  Both felt if a
moratorium was achieved, the whole move to a Governance Model would be put in serious jeopardy and
were not prepared to do anything that would put even a temporary halt to achieving their vision. 

BCACL argued that its Federation service providers were behind the move to push ahead and that
families had been part of the process. We pointed out that our contacts with families indicated many had
no idea of this new model and furthermore, some families had already seen disturbing changes to service
to their loved ones as a result of the “voluntary” cuts already made by service providers.  We asked when
the wording of the draft Legislation would be made available and raised the need to include a clause
about entitlement to service for adults as long as needed,  but were advised that no government would
ever agree to such a provision.

We noted the resignations of the acting Interim Authority Chief Executive Officer, Minister and dismissal
of his Deputy as a further reason for a pause in restructuring until  the new Government players could be
brought up to speed. 

Since our letters and meetings with the IA and BCACL, their  public statements and messages to the
Minister have suggested overwhelming or unprecedented community support for restructuring,  In
remarking on this community support, they have chosen not to acknowledge our submissions and
concerns on behalf of many families. 
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concerns on behalf of many families. 

Meeting with Community Living Coalition (CLC)

Several FamilyNet board members attended the Feb. 3 CLC meeting.  Both BCACL and IA officials
reported that things were still very much on track and that consultative sessions were about to be started
again around the Province.  The CLC proposed several resolutions to take to the Minister relating to
budget and service restructuring concerns.  A small committee was struck to finalize the wording to
present at the next CLC meeting. 

It should be noted that with reference to placement of services for children with autism and special needs
under restructuring, FamilyNet has encouraged government to bring all parties to the table so that all
positions can be discussed and a suitable solution found. 

Requested Meeting with New Minister

Our original scheduled meeting with Minister Hogg for February 16th has, of course, been cancelled but  a
meeting with the new Minister, Christy Clark,  has now been confirmed for February 23.  

Initiatives in Developing a Strong Provincial Family Consensus 

The media has been showing increased interest in FamilyNet’s campaign and the impact of cuts and
restructuring, as well as the broader process issues.  Our President, Anita Dadson was invited to be
interviewed on radio shows, namely, CKNW’s The World Today (December 22), The CBC Afternoon
Show (Jan 15), and the Rafe Mair Show, (Jan 28).  Judy Carter Smith, Past Executive Director of BCACL
also spoke on the Rafe Mair Show with Anita.  Board member Bob Keill has also been interviewed on
CBC.   

We have received letters expressing individual concerns from families, self advocates and caregivers. In
light of recent events and the absence of any clear plan, we are hearing there is growing mistrust and
fear there will be little or no real choice, flexibility or empowerment for individuals and families in the face
of budget cuts and growing waitlists for services.  Our commitment is to continue pressing government to
agree to a moratorium on cuts and restructuring until  a full review of our valid concerns can be addressed.
   

Some of our Board Members have been meeting with groups of families and individuals in different
regions of the Province.   The feedback at these meetings has been mainly about the need for a pause, to
stop the budget cuts, and to change the process to be more inclusive. Few, if any, of those attending had
a good understanding of what has been happening over the past few years and what is proposed for
Community Living by the Interim Authority. Many families, caregivers, individuals and CLS staff who
attended Governance workshops held recently by the Interim Authority and BCACL felt the sessions were
not clear and did not answer their concerns.  People want to know what the plan is and how it is going to
work in their communities for their sons and daughters. 

We are also reaching out to other organizations –those who are involved in serving children and youth,
and others who are serving adults and children with special needs.  This is another way to seek
agreement on common issues of concern and to join together in pressing our concerns with Government.
  We initiated a meeting with some provincially-focussed groups related to our community to hear issues
and explore the potential for collective action. We are following up and will keep you informed.

Other Family Campaigns and Forums

In late January, Autism families associated with Gateway Society Service for Persons with Autism,

and the Moms on the Move (MMOM’s) group launched a letter-writing campaign to government

and politicians to stop the cuts, service restructuring process, related legislation, and the move of

autism funding to the Interim Authority or new permanent Community Living BC Authority.  Many

families want the autism funding to remain separate and distinct from that  and not blended with

community living funding, as they fear it will not be protected for needed specialized autism

services. 

Some parents have received flyers from Developmental Disabilities Association (DDA) about a

Town Hall forum they are hosting for their members and stakeholders on Monday Feb 23 at 7:30

p.m. at the Hilton Vancouver Airport in Richmond.  The focus will be on how clients, families and

caregivers will be affected by current government cuts, and potential future cuts.

Please let us know about  any family forums or campaigns relating to service changes and funding

cuts you may have heard about.  



Make Your Voice Heard

We urge families and individuals to voice your questions and concerns by writing, faxing, calling and
meeting with your M.L.A.’s.  Please also communicate your concerns to Minister Clark, Premier Campbell,
local Media, Service Providers, and Social Workers.  As the government legislative sessions are about to
start, this would be a good time to press M.L.A.’s to raise our questions and concerns.  You can access
contact information on the government M.C.F.D.  website  or look in the blue B.C. government pages in
your phone book under “Members of the Legislative Assembly”.  We would be pleased to receive a copy
of any letters you write to officials in this regard.  

New to the FamilyNet Website www.bcfamilynet.org

Feedback from families and other stakeholders is in the process of being posted on our website,

and we encourage you to read these comments and letters.   We want to receive more stories

about how families and individuals are being impacted by service and funding cuts – these are

powerful messages – and will help gain public support for our campaign against the harmful cuts

and changes.  We hope you will e-mail your stories to  us at info@bcfamilynet.org and also

encourage other families and individuals to. We only post feedback when we obtain permission to

do so, otherwise confidentiality is respected in communications sent to FamilyNet.

FamilyNet’s Letter to Christy Clark dated Jan. 28, 2004 requesting a meeting. 

Deputy Minister’s Letter to CSSEA Service Providers  dated Feb. 4.  This letter is a follow up to the

letter sent to service providers by previous Deputy Minister Chris Haynes in regard to mitigation

strategies, including retendering of  service contracts if funding cuts are not achieved.

New Board Members

We are pleased to welcome Linda Derkach who has recently joined our board of  Directors.  We also note
with regret the recent resignation of Cathie Waddington.  Cathie brought a perspective that added much
value to our efforts to forge a broad consensus among families, and her contribution will be missed.  To
introduce you to all our board members, we hope to include their bios in future newsletters and perhaps
on our web site in the coming months.   

FamilyNet Positions

It has come to our attention that some communications and opinions distributed by other groups may be
mistakenly attributed to FamilyNet. To avoid any confusion, we wish to clarify that all FamilyNet
communications and positions are contained under the FamilyNet and/or B.C. Federation of Families
Society heading and distributed only after consensus and authorization of our Board of Directors.  

Supporting FamilyNet

We are pleased to report that our membership and donations have steadily  increased over the past two
months.   Through FamilyNet and member networks, we are now reaching up to 1,000 families in BC and
our website is proving to be a valuable tool for information sharing and feedback.  We thank you for your
continued support.  FamilyNet’s Board is working hard to ensure that our loved ones receive the services
that will truly meet their individual needs.  We need to continue building family support to make our voices
heard and urge you to join if you are not yet a member and encourage other families to join FamilyNet. 
Membership forms are available from our website at www.bcfamilynet.org.  Donations are welcome.

Sincerely,
Anita Dadson, President
FamilyNet Board of Directors
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